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1.​ RATIONALE 
 
This policy has been written in consultation with children, parents and staff.  We ​believe 
that homework is important in developing independence, resilience, responsibility and 
resourcefulness in our children as well as reinforcing the learning which takes place in 
school.  We also believe that it should not be onerous to children, parents or staff and we 
acknowledge the importance of children taking part in activities with their families and 
developing other interests outside of school as a means of developing the ‘whole’ child.  
We believe that parents/carers should be empowered to achieve a happy homework/life 
balance for their child/ren.  Therefore, children at Acorns Primary School will be set 
compulsory weekly homework as well as additional homework which will run throughout 
each term.   
 
 
2.​ PRINCIPLES  OF OUR HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

●​ Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school. 
●​ Offer clarity about expectations and responsibilities. 
●​ Provide opportunities for home and school to work in partnership. 
●​ Encourage children to develop independence and confidence as life-long learners. 
●​ Provide opportunities for children and adults to enjoy learning together. 
●​ Expected homework is based on retrieval of previous learning and practice. 

 
 
3.​ EXPECTATIONS 
 
We expect all children to: read, practise their phonics/spellings and practise for Total 
Recall badges every week, inline with our 3Bs and Values (appendix 1). Children should 
be supported to complete this practice at home by parents/carers (guidance is provided 
in section 4 of this policy).  
 
Table showing each year group’s homework: 
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Class & Year 
Group  

Expected (Compulsory) 
Activity & suggested timings  

Additional  
Activity & details  

Reception  ●​ Sound Book - letter sound recognition 
●​ Word Boxes - sounding and blending 
●​ Tricky word reading  
●​ Reading 
●​ Dictation lists 
●​ Numbots (guidance: 5-10 mins, 

x3/week) 

●​ Rhyme Challenge 
(Spring term onwards) 

●​ Topic related 
discussions and 
activities - using the ‘Did 
You Know?’ topic fact 
sheet and vocabulary list 
for support. 

●​ Sharing school library 
books 

Class 1 - 
Years 1 & 2 

●​ Reading & verbal 
questioning/discussion - 10 minutes at 
least 4x/wk (see guidance & appendix 
2). 

●​ Y1/Y2 phonic word lists: Jolly Phonics 
sound patterns & personal next steps.  
Word lists sent home on Monday in 
reading folders. Cut into flashcards 
and play games throughout the week. 

●​ Y2 from October, to replace phonic 
lists: No Nonsense spellings. 7 words 
each week, 1 from the previous 
spelling pattern, 3 from learning that 
week and 3 from National Curriculum 
common exception/statutory word 
lists.  Spelling books sent home each 
Friday; children to practise the 7 
words (see guidance & appendix 3) 
and return books the following 
Wednesday. 

●​ Total Recall practice: Numbots/Times 
Table Rockstars and Total Recall 
prompt sheets (guidance: no more 
than 20 mins per day online).  

●​ CGP maths book at year 
group/ability appropriate 
level x 1 task/activity per 
fortnight 

●​ Termly Cornerstones 
topic homework ideas & 
knowledge organiser 
retrieval 

●​ Part way through the 
year, CGP Grammar 
books may be 
introduced 

 
 
 

Class 2 - ●​ Reading & verbal ●​ CGP Grammar books at 
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Years 3 & 4 questioning/discussion - 15 minutes at 
least 4x/wk (see guidance & appendix 
2). 

●​ No Nonsense spellings. 7 words each 
week, 1 from the previous spelling 
pattern, 3 from learning that week and 
3 from National Curriculum common 
exception/statutory word lists.  
Spelling books sent home each 
Friday; children to practise the 7 
words (see guidance & appendix 3) 
and return books the following 
Wednesday. 

●​ Total Recall practice: Times Table 
Rockstars and Total Recall prompt 
sheets (guidance: no more than 20 
mins per day online). 

year group/ability 
appropriate level - x1 
activity per fortnight 

●​ CGP maths books at 
year group/ability 
appropriate level x 
1activity per fortnight 

●​ Termly Cornerstones 
topic homework ideas & 
knowledge organiser 
retrieval 

●​ Mathsframe - 
Multiplication Tables 
Check preparation (Y4 
only) 

 

Class 3 - 
Years 5 & 6 

●​ Reading & verbal 
questioning/discussion - 20 minutes at 
least 4x/wk (see guidance & appendix 
2). 

●​ No Nonsense spellings. 7 words each 
week, 1 from the previous spelling 
pattern, 3 from learning that week and 
3 from National Curriculum common 
exception/statutory word lists.  
Spelling books sent home each 
Friday; children to practise the 7 
words (see guidance & appendix 3) 
and return books the following 
Wednesday. 

●​ Total Recall practice: Times Table 
Rockstars and Total Recall prompt 
sheets (guidance: no more than 20 
mins per day online). 

●​ CGP Grammar books at 
year group/ability 
appropriate level - x1 
activity per fortnight 

●​ CGP maths books at 
year group/ability 
appropriate level x 1-2 
activity/ies per fortnight 

●​ Termly Cornerstones 
topic homework ideas & 
knowledge organiser 
retrieval 

●​ Y6 SATs 
activities/revision 
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4.​ GUIDANCE 
 
Reading: sharing books and reading is an extremely important homework practice and 
we encourage children to read daily with their parents/carers. This should be a mixture of 
a child reading a book to an adult as well as a parent/carer reading to a child. 
Parents/carers are encouraged to discuss books with their child to develop their 
understanding as well as fluency (appendix 2 will help support this discussion along with 
the resources on the Reading at Home page of our school website. All reading should be 
recorded in the child’s school reading record by the child and/or parent. 
 
Spelling: No Nonsense Spelling focuses on the teaching of spelling, embracing  
knowledge of spelling conventions - patterns and rules.  Integral to the teaching  is the 
opportunity to promote the learning of spellings, including National Curriculum  statutory 
words, common exception words (where phonics does not work because it  is spelt in an 
unusual or uncommon way) and words that children personally find  difficult.  No 
Nonsense Spelling focuses on the application of spellings into writing.   
 
Within class sessions a range of strategies for learning spellings are introduced and  
practised.  This enables pupils to choose the strategies they find most effective for  
learning different words.  Each week the children (Y2-Y6) will bring home a list of  
spellings which they have been learning in school (in their homework books).  We ask that 
the children learn the spellings and practise in their homework books or on any suitable 
spelling app, such as Spelling Shed & Squeebles Spelling Test (if your child practises on 
an app rather than in their book, please just write a quick note in the homework book 
under that week’s spelling list to inform the teacher of this).  Appendix 3 shows examples 
of the ways children might choose to practise - these techniques have been taught in 
school. Throughout the school week, children will be quizzed on these words to ensure 
that the words have transferred from their short term memory to their long term memory, 
resulting in spelling fluency and accuracy when writing.  There will be no formal weekly 
spelling tests, but a spelling test at the end of every half term, the results of which will be 
shared with parents. 
 
Maths:  
 
Total Recall:  This is home-based learning, to be tested in school, to develop the 
children’s number sense and mental maths skills. Total Recall badges will be awarded 
and celebrated in assemblies. We will provide prompt sheets from time to time/when 
requested to assist. The Total Recall booklet on the Maths Curriculum page of our school 
website will also be a useful resource for home practice.  
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Numbots: Children in Reception are encouraged to use the Numbots app for 5-10 
minutes three times a week to support the development of their maths fluency. Numbots 
provides opportunities to practise number activities, including subitising, counting, 
addition and subtraction, and supports children in working towards gaining their Total 
Recall badges. 
 
TTRS: Children in Y1-Y6 are requested to regularly practise times tables on Times Table 
Rockstars using their individual log in provided to them. This enables the children 
opportunities to consolidate their times tables knowledge from the classroom at their age 
appropriate level. We recommend that the children use the TTRS app or online platform 
to practise at least 3 times per week for up to 20 minutes to develop their fluency and 
speed of recall of multiplication and division facts. From time to time, we will initiate TTRS 
class battles within year groups and across classes and will allow additional time in 
school for the children to earn points for their class/year group. This allows the children to 
go head to head and points are awarded for accuracy of answers. This can be both 
motivating and rewarding, as well as improving their recall and fluency. 
 
5.​ ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK 
 
CGP Grammar Books: Children in Years 3 to 6 will be provided with a CGP Grammar 
book for their year group/ability level at the start of the academic year. Teachers will set 
an activity on a Monday every fortnight in line with the writing processes & grammar 
taught in school (please note, we will therefore not necessarily work through the book in 
page order). The activity set will reinforce learning that has already happened/is 
happening currently. Parents/Carers are asked to work through the answers (provided in 
the book) to help their child mark their work and discuss any errors. CGP books can be 
handed in to the class teacher at any point within the 2 week period, and teachers will be 
on hand during that time to answer any queries and provide support.  
 
CGP Maths Books: Children in Years 1 to 6 will be provided with a CGP Maths book for 
their year group/ability level at the start of the academic year. Teachers will set an activity 
on a Monday every fortnight in line with the maths curriculum taught in school (please 
note, we will therefore not necessarily work through the book in page order). The activity 
set will reinforce learning that has already happened/is happening currently. 
Parents/Carers are asked to work through the answers (provided in the book) to help their 
child mark their work and discuss any errors. CGP books can be handed in to the class 
teacher at any point within the week period, and teachers will be on hand during the 2 
week period to answer any queries and provide support.  
 
Cornerstones Topic Homework Ideas: at Acorns we use the Cornerstones  Curriculum 
which we have found to be very engaging and successful.  At the end of each term/start 
of a new term, children will be provided with a ‘Homework Ideas’ sheet for their next 
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topic.  Children are free to choose any activity from the suggestions or create their own 
similar activity. Pupils can complete as many of the activities as they wish and work can 
be brought in at any time during the new topic. All projects completed at home will be 
shared with class members. Knowledge Organisers will also be provided for the main 
topic and companion project knowledge organisers may also be shared. These 
knowledge organisers are a great resource for quizzing and checking knowledge on a 
regular basis.  
 
Y4 Multiplication Check (MTC): As the children in Year 4 work towards their 
Multiplication Timestable Check (MTC) in June, we would strongly recommend the 
children access Mathsframe to enable them to develop their timetables fluency from 2x to 
12x and develop their own fluency and fast recall of answers. For a host of resources to 
support timetables fluency, we encourage the children to access the Mathsframe website, 
which can be found at: www.mathsframe.co.uk/ 
They will complete their MTC on a tablet and the Times Tables website, detailed below, 
helps them develop these speed typing skills and automaticity of their recall of answers. 
The website can be found at: https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 
They can also access the MTC practice area via their TTRS accounts, another useful way 
to build up their knowledge and speed of answers. The TTRS website can be found at: 
https://ttrockstars.com/ 
 
SATs: Year 6 children may be given additional booklets/activities to complete in the 
Spring term which will help them to revise for end of key stage tests.  These activities 
provide an excellent means for consolidating learning and for identifying next steps; 
parents' and children's engagement is paramount. 
 
 
6.​ HOMEWORK LOGISTICS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 
Reading, times tables and spellings are ongoing activities throughout the week and 
should be practised as often as possible with a minimum expectation of reading 4x per 
week.  Spellings will be given out on Fridays and are to be returned by the following 
Wednesday, with evidence of practice or a written comment to say spellings have been 
practised on an electronic device/app.  Spelling patterns will be checked during informal 
quizzes throughout the week; there will be a spelling test at the end of each half term.   
 
CGP Grammar & Maths books: work will be set on a Monday (alternating weeks for maths 
& grammar) and needs to be returned for checking by the following Monday. Please use 
the answers provided in the book with your child to self mark and review any errors; 
talking through any errors helps to consolidate learning and is as valuable as completing 
the tasks themselves.  
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For weekly homework, we recognise that people prefer to complete work at different 
times to others (often depending on other commitments) and therefore our schedules 
always include weekends and weekdays so the most suitable time can be chosen by the 
family.  
 
Cornerstones Topic homework can be returned at any point during the term in which that 
topic is being studied. 
 
Teachers may give verbal praise, stickers and stamps as well as house points for 
completing homework activities. For every maths and grammar CGP activity 
attempted/completed, children will be given 5 house points. Headteacher reward slips will 
be awarded to all children completing any Cornerstones project homework.  
 
In line with our 3Bs & School Values, it is expected that children and families will try their 
very best to establish effective homework routines for reading, spelling and number 
practice. Children will be supported in school when needed and time can be given to use 
devices at the request of the child/parent/carer.  
 
To further support families with homework, class teachers will share expectations and 
model strategies at the beginning of the academic year in Meet the Teacher Meetings. 
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Appendix 1: 3Bs & Values 
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Appendix 2: Reading Guidance  
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Appendix 3: Spelling Guidance 
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