
No Nonsense Spelling 
Programme

Parent Workshop
October 2018



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAL9VD6Lz9Y


Why did we decide to change how we 
teach spelling?
● We were noticing that children were not transferring their spelling skills/ 

applying rules from their RWI work into their writing. 

● Children would score 6/6 on their weekly spelling test, but then not spell 

these words correctly 2 weeks later. 

● Our spelling scores were lower than our grammar and punctuation 

scores.



What did we want to do?
● We liked that RWI taught the children the patterns and rules. We wanted 

to ensure we carried on doing this. 

● We wanted to ensure that the spelling homework had impact.

● We wanted to take away the anxiety of ‘Spelling Test on Monday’. We 

want the children to learn that learning spellings is not all about passing a 

spelling test. 

● We wanted to teach the children strategies to use to help them when 

spelling

● We wanted the children to see the direct link between spelling and 

writing.

● We wanted the children to enjoy their learning in spelling sessions.



The Research







Where did this leave us with spelling?
● Spelling to be taught 3 x week in Years 3-6.

● Spelling to be taught 5 x week in Year 2.

● Children to be quizzed in every lesson, ensuring practise and retrieval from 

their long-term memory.

● Children to be taught explicitly by the teacher.

● Children to learn strategies to apply their spelling knowledge when writing.

● Children to take home 7 words a week and form a sentence for each 

spelling, ensuring children know what the words mean and can use the 

words in context. 

● One spelling on their word list will be a word taught previously, to ensure 

retrieval practice.  



Why No Nonsense Spelling?
● The authors are an experienced team of English advisers who know about Key Stage 1 and 

Key Stage 2 and they have produced materials for schools for years. This resource is also 

tried and tested by teachers, and developed with teachers in the classroom, which gives us 

confidence that they know what children and teachers want.

● Reassuringly then, this resource isn’t offered as a prescriptive programme, it’s more of a 

teaching guide with plenty of ideas and strategies about what children need to know and 

the skills they need to learn. 

● The programme has been designed to meet the needs of the 2014 National Curriculum and 

it does that in a very manageable and flexible way, explaining comprehensively how to 

effectively teach spelling. 

● The programme builds on high-quality phonics teaching. 



What does it look like? 



STRATEGIES



STRATEGIES



Children to all have a ‘have a go’ 
sheet to use when independent 

writing. Children to have a go and 
see if it looks right. If not, they can 

ask a teacher or use a dictionary 
etc to check it before writing. This 
then becomes a running record for 
the children of the words they find 

difficult. 

HAVE A GO 
SHEETS





Children will have an error analysis 
sheet. Use this in conjunction with 

your independent writing. Group the 
words and quite quickly you will see 
which aspect of spelling that need to 
be addressed. This may be addressed 
during whole class feedback sessions 
or interventions etc. These could be 

shared with parents on seesaw if you 
do individual sheets for each child. 

ERROR 
ANALYSIS



Assessment
● Ongoing.

● Informal quizzes.

● One test to be done at the end of each half term. 

Children will be tested on 20 spellings that they have 

been learning. The results will be shared with parents.

● Writing.



Things to remember...
● Spellings being taught explicitly.

● Transfer from short-term memory to long-term memory.

● Retrieval practice after a period of time.

● Teach children strategies to apply spelling rules when 

writing.

● 7 spellings sent home on a Friday (Shipston & 

Acorns)/Thursday (Brailes). Children to convert these into 

sentences and bring them back the following Thursday.

● Half termly tests (shared with parents).


